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WASHINGTON, le 17 Juin, 1905.
Monsieur le President:

Vu certains bruits r6pandus par la presse, j'ai 1'honneur
de porter a Votre connaissance que, conformement a un
telegramme officiel que je viens de recevoir & Finstant meme,
Sa Majest^ TEmpereur, mon Auguste Maltre, accepte
definitivement "Washington comme lieu de reunion des
plenipotentiaires Busses et Japonais qui seront appeles
a negocier les preliminaires d'un traite de paix.

Agreez, Monsieur le President, 1'assurance de ma plus
haute consideration.

CASSINI.

Roosevelt's comments upon the incident are both enter-
taining and valuable:

"I think it is beautiful the way in which Cassini virtually
begins his note by speaking of the rumors given currency
by the press, just as if his government had not explicitly
informed me that it desired to change the place from Wash-
ington to The Hague. What I cannot understand about
the Russian is the way he will lie when he knows perfectly
well that you know he is lying.

"It is this kind of thing which makes me feel rather
hopeless about our ultimately getting peace. I shall do my
best, but neither the Czar nor the Russian Government nor
the Russian people are willing to face the facts as they are.
I am entirely sincere when I tell them that I act as I do
because I think it in the interest of Russia, and in this crisis
I think the interest of Russia is the interest of the entire
world. I should be sorry to see Russia driven completely
off the Pacific coast and driven practically east to Lake
Baikal, and yet something like this will surely happen if
she refuses to make peace. Moreover, she will put it out
of the power of any one to help her in the future if she now
stands with Chinese folly upon her dignity and fancied
strength. It is a case of the offer of the sibylline books.
I told Cassini, and through Delcasse (French Foreign Af-
fairs Minister) told the Russian home government, imme-